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Demand *****.Excerpt from The Military Band FiFy years ag o the soldier did not interest anybody, and it was only when the drums beg an to roll
that he was even remembered. He lived and worked in prison-like barracks, entirely shut oH from the rest of the world by a hig h brick wall
surmounted by chevaux de frise, and with a prejudice on top of all. The bands of that time were g ood, quite as g ood on the averag e as they
are to-day, but were seldom heard except on duty; the musicians were as isolated, socially, as the private soldiers, and the bandmaster
himself was reg arded rather as a musical curiosity than as a musician. But the wonder-ag e has altered all that: the walls are down, the frise
melted, even the prejudice has disappeared; the soldier now lives his life openly, and g oes about his work from morning  till nig ht for all the
world to see, and when his days work is done, becomes, if he chooses, a civilian. The civilian, for patriotic reasons, and attracted by the
manly, play-like work of the soldier, himself becomes a soldier in his spare time, and so the two meet in a common citizenship. As with the
rank and file, so it oug ht to be with musicians, and it is incumbent upon the military side to appreciate the increasing  interest that is being
taken in military music, and to encourag e such a very desirable state of thing s. It is becoming  more and more necessary that military
musicians should be in accord and touch with the musical profession, and should have some real interest as reg ards what is occurring  in the
musical world; and...
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