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Throug h a life that spanned every decade of the twentieth century, Supreme Court advocate Bessie Marg olin shaped modern American labor
policy while creating  a place for female lawyers in the nation s hig hest courts. Despite her beg inning s in an orphanag e and her rare position as
a southern, Jewish woman pursuing  a leg al profession, Marg olin became an important and influential Supreme Court advocate. In this
comprehensive biog raphy, Marlene Trestman reveals the forces that propelled and the obstacles that impeded Marg olin s remarkable journey,
illuminating  the life of this trailblazing  woman. Raised in the Jewish Orphans Home in New Orleans, Marg olin received an extraordinary
education at the Isidore Newman Manual Training  School. Both institutions stressed that g ood citizenship, hard work, and respect for
authority could help people achieve economic security and improve their social status. Adopting  these values, Marg olin used her intellect and
ambition, along  with her femininity and considerable southern charm, to win the respect of her classmates, colleag ues, bosses, and judg es --
almost all of whom were men. In her career she worked with some of the most brilliant leg al professionals in America.A g raduate of Tulane and
Yale Law Schools, Marg olin launched her career in the early 1930s, when only 2 percent of America s attorneys were female, and far fewer were
Jewish and from the South. According  to Trestman, Marg olin worked hard to be treated as one of the boys. For the sake of her career, she
eschewed marriag e -- but not romance -- and valued colleg ial relationships, never shying  from a late-nig ht brief-writing  session or a poker
g ame. But her personal relationships never eclipsed her numerous professional accomplishments, among  them defending  the
constitutionality of the New Deal...
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