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- United States. Excerpt: . . . 9 educational opportunities. We have to be sure not to confuse these forms of education with diploma mills. We
need to look at how we track accreditation over time. Occa-sionally, a college may lose accreditation for one program while re-taining overall
accreditation, and some schools simply go out of business altogether. At this time, no one organization tracks and organizes this information

into a usable format. So who is responsible Congress, the Department of Education, and OPM all have important roles to play in preventing the
use of diploma mills in Federal employment. | understand that the De-partment of Education is studying the feasibility of developing and

publishing a list of accredited schools. But that list should also in-clude any school which is offering a legitimate course of study to-ward a
degree. OPM has to use this resource to establish an effective policy for human capital officers to use in enforcing a zero-tolerance policy on
the use of diploma mill degrees in Federal service. Reformatting government-wide forms and holding seminars will also help to sup-press the
use of these degrees. But OPM needs to do at least two more things in my opinion. It must provide regular training and provide the resources
to allow agency verification of educational achievements, even when a job does not specifically require a degree for employment. OPM has

stated that the knowing use ofa bogus degree can give cause for removal since the employee has attempted...
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