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Print on Demand *****.WE know with what enthusiasm children read and ponder over the lives of those whose characters and deeds have won
their admiration. They have even a way of identifying themselves with the personalities of their heroes, and of repeating in imagination their
achievements; nor is it so unfrequent for this early cultivation of ideals to exercise a determining influence on the shaping of their after-lives. It
is thus, in fact, that in no small measure the great men and women of a nation are fashioned to their future calling. Very similar, in the spiritual
sphere, is the influence exercised on young people religiously brought up by the Lives of the Saints. Catholic children are particularly fond of
this kind of reading. They realize vividly that the Saints arc now reigning in heaven, and can watch over them and guide them; just as,
according to the Psalmist, do their guardian angels. Hence they make them their mental companions, put trust in their intercessions, seek to
assimilate their special spirit, cherish their favourite maxims, and strive in their humbler way to imitate some of their actions. Children are not
all alike, and, save for a few chosen souls, their imitation necessarily falls far short of the pattern set. Still the practice is at all times elevating
and sustaining, and is a powerful instrument for their spiritual education. The Life which stands at the head of the projected list, and occupies
these pages, is one that lends itself well to this mode of treatment. For it is the Life of the Soldier-Saint who, through meditation on the life of
his Divine Master, was led to exchange an earthly for a heavenly warfare, and...
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