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Tantor Media, Inc, United States, 2016. CD-Audio. Book Condition: New. Unabridg ed. 190 x 135 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New. What
makes a stone a jewel? What makes a jewel priceless? And why do we covet beautiful thing s? In this brilliant account of how eig ht jewels
shaped the course of history, jeweler and scientist Aja Raden tells an orig inal and oGen startling  story about our unshakeable addiction to
beauty and the darker side of human desire.What moves the world is what moves each of us: desire. Jewelry-which has long  served as a
stand-in for wealth and power, g lamour and success-has birthed cultural movements, launched political dynasties, and started wars.
Masterfully weaving  tog ether pop science and history, Stoned breaks history into three categ ories-Want, Take, and Have-and explains what
the diamond on your fing er has to do with the GI Bill, why g reen-tinted jewelry has been exalted by so many cultures, why the g lass beads that
boug ht Manhattan for the Dutch were initially considered a fair trade, and how the French Revolution started over a coveted necklace.Studded
with lively personalities and fascinating  details, Stoned tells the remarkable story of our abiding  desire for the rare and extraordinary.
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