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This work now offered to the public owes its origin largely to the following circumstance: On the return of the author from California and the city
of Mexico, in November, 1901, his friend, the Rev. John N. Marvin, President of the Diocesan Press, asked him to contribute some articles to the
Diocese of Albany. From these sketches of San Francisco this book has taken form. There are chapters in the volume which have not appeared
in print hitherto, and such portions as have been already published have been thoroughly revised. Much of the work has been written from
copious notes made in San Francisco, and impressions received there naturally give a local colouring to it in its composition. It is not a
history, noryet is it a guide book; but it is thought that it will be helpful to tourists who visit one of the most picturesque and interesting cities
in the United States. It furnishes in a convenient form just such information as the intelligent traveller needs in order to enjoy his walks and
rides through the city. The writer in his quest among books could not find any thing exactly of the character here produced; and therefore he is
led to give the results of his observations and studies with the hope that the perusal of this volume, sent forth modestly on its errand, will not
prove an unprofitable task.
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