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U. S. General Accounting Office, 2004 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)55794709 Subject: Food supply -- Iraq. Excerpt: . .. The CPAs failed plans to privatize
the food ration system and delayed Inadequate Planning, negotiations with WFP on food procurement and distribution resulted in
Coordination, and Security diminished stocks of food commodities and localized shortages in early Have Resulted in Tenuous 2004. The CPA

administrator discussed eliminating Iraqs food distribution Food Supplies system and providing recipients with cash payments based on
plans submitted to the CPA in summer 2003 that asserted that the system was expensive and depressed the agricultural sector. As a result, the

Ministry of Trade began drawing down existing inventories of food. In December 2003, as the security environment worsened, the

administrator decided not to reform the ration system. In January 2004, the CPA negotiated a memorandum of understanding ( MOU ) with
WFP and the Ministry of Trade that committed WFP to procuring a 3-month buffer food stock by March 31, 2004, and assuming the delivery of
food to hub warehouses inside Iraq through June 2004. The MOU was delayed due to disagreements about emergency food procurement,
contract terms, and the terms of WFPs involvement. No additional food was procured during the negotiations, and food stocks diminished

and localized shortages occurred in early 2004. WFP completed its buffer stock procurement by March 31, 2004. The Ministry of Trade assumed
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March 2004 that coordination between WFP and the Ministry of Trade had been deteriorating. The Ministry had not provided WFP with complete
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