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Forgotten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The
International Council of Trade and Industrial Unions Trade Unions arose as organs of the working class to counter balance the growing
exploitation. In its early form the trade union was a union of workers in a certain craft, having for its object to assist its members employed in a
definite category of labor. As the capitalist system grew and developed so the form of organization of the trade union changed also, and with
that the scope and character of its work also changed. It is necessary to observe, however, that the form of organization of the trade unions
always lagged behind the form of organization of capitalism which during the last nine years has developed such powerful organizations, like
trusts and syndicates, the competition among which, as is known, led to the world war. While capitalism in the course of its development
assumed new forms of organization which facilitated it in exploiting labor and subjecting to itself the apparatus of the State, the trade unions
lagged behind like a shadow, in many countries preserving the old forms of organization, with all their close corporative character,
narrowness and limitations. In counter acting the increasing exploitation, in striving to raise the standard of living, to improve the conditions
of labor, andsecure the principle of collective agreements the trade unions always acted on the basis of capitalist relations, and as the unions
grew and became internally consolidated the idea of an unbreakable tie between the trade unions and the existing order of things became
stronger. The older the trade union move ment became and capitalism the more powerful the more clearly and definitely did the idea become
ofthe necessity for the existence...
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