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ARENA BOOKS, United King dom, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Horace,
the Roman poet, once declared that his aim was to say something  serious throug h the medium of comedy. The aim here is to do likewise; to
say something  serious about Nietzsche s continuing  relevance throug h a fractious and both g ood and ill-humoured dialog ue between an all
too- human, and ag eing  Socrates and his former companion at arms, the Athenian g eneral, Alcibiades. The discussion rang es over matters
both personal and philosophical, for, as Horace declined to mention, you only g et the wider audience by keeping  them rolling  in the aisles. To
this end a certain license has been taken with events, dates, and the characters as orig inally described by Plato and others. The action takes
place over the course of the day aEer Plato s Symposium with a sexually importunate Socrates accosting  Alcibiades at a beauty spa and
attempting  to draw him into conversation. Unbeknown to Socrates, Alcibiades beg ins to g ive voice not only to his own concerns and situation
but to the philosophy of he who aspires to be Socrates nemesis - Friedrich Nietzsche. All this takes place ag ainst a back-drop of a once mig hty
Athens ravag ed by plag ue and mourning  the loss of its pre-eminent elder statesman Pericles, Alcibiades adoptive father. Death s scythe
having  decimated the population, lesser lig hts are contending  to fill the power vacuum by championing  the re-assertion of Athenian power by
means of what will subsequently prove to be an ill-fated Sicilian adventure. Not exempt from the prevailing  g loom, Philosophical ambition also
lies in ruins. Plato has just returned from the court of Dionysius having  failed to persuade the king  that humanity s best interest would be
served by the rule of philosopher-king s as drafted in...
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