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the results of what is really a contest between Asiatic peoples, due to a process of expansion which is natural to all great nations. We shall
listen, | am sure, with great interest to the historic retrospect of the expansion of China which Baron Suyematsu, with the advantage of his
special knowledge on the subject, is to put before us. With characteristic modesty as to his power of reading English, the Baron has asked his
friend Mr. Chirol to read the paper for him. Baron Suyematsu: | feel it not only a great honour but a great pleasure to lay before you borne of my
views on the subject of China. A great deal of what | may have to say may be trite to many, but | shall be very pleased if you will give me your
attention. | have divided my paper into three parts: (1) A general historic retrospect of China; (2) the Khorean Peninsula and Manchuria; (3)
reflections and arguments. The paper is a trifle too long, and some parts may be omitted in reading if the time is not sufficient. | am not a
good reader of English. If | gave the paper myself| am afraid a good deal of it would not be intelligible to the audience. My friend Mr. Chirol has
kindly consented to read the paper for me. Looking at a map of the world, one will at once see how vast is the Chinese Empire. There was a
time when it was even more vast than at present. About...
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