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title, Its Okay to Lie if Your Fingers are Crossed, is based on a ritual kids perpetrated in the forties and fifties, which exempted them from the
LIAR label, providing that they crossed their fingers behind them, unbeknownst to the person or persons to whom they were lying. The hero of
the story is eleven year-old Billy Flynn, a schooled and consummate liar, who lives in a suburb north of Fenway Park. With his ironic sense of
humor, his unusual way of surviving and seeing through the pretensions of the adult world around him, Billy Flynn could very well remind one
of an eleven-year-old Holden Caulfield, minus the rich parents and the sympathetic sister. But this boy is a working class kid (third generation
Irish-American) who would never see the inside of a prep school. Billys goals are relatively simple: He wants to hear the Lone Ranger
unmasked on radio, get a paper route, play centerfield in Little League and obtain reliable information about sex (not necessarily in that
order). His means of attaining these goals are beyond-the-pale. In fact, there is an orgasm contained in the pages of this book that the author
insists is the longest and funniest orgasm in the history of American literature. There are poignant moments also--especially the scenes
between Billy and his mother, which depict a relationship partially driven by love, but mostly by conflict and mutual distrust. A reader who
appreciates the game of baseball, would especially enjoy this book, because it is baseball as it used to be played by the kids themselves, in an
open field without adults hounding their every move. The kids created their own rules, such as 15...
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