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By Adrienne L. McLean

Rutg ers University Press, United States, 2008. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish .
Brand New Book. From mid-twentieth-century films such as Grand Hotel, Waterloo Bridg e, and
The Red Shoes to recent box-office hits including  Billy Elliot, Save the Last Dance, and The
Company, ballet has found its way, time and ag ain, onto the silver screen and into the hearts of
many otherwise unlikely audiences. In Dying  Swans and Madmen , Adrienne L. McLean explores
the curious pairing  of classical and contemporary, art and entertainment, hig h culture and
popular culture to reveal the ambivalent place that this art form occupies in American
life.Drawing  on examples that rang e from musicals to trag ic melodramas, she shows how
commercial films have produced an imag e of ballet and its artists that is associated both with
joy, fulfillment, fame, and power and with sexual and mental perversity, melancholy, and death.
Althoug h ballet is still received by many with a lack of interest or outrig ht suspicion, McLean
arg ues that these attitudes as well as ballet s popularity and its acceptability as a way of life and
a profession have often depended on what audiences first learned about it from the movies.
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R e vie ws  

Very g ood e-book and valuable one. It really is packed with knowledg e and wisdom I am just very easily could possibly g et a satisfaction of reading  a
created pdf.
-- Wa lto n Ha a g     

This kind of publication is every little thing  and taug ht me to searching  in advance plus more. I have g ot study and i am confident that i am g oing  to
g oing  to g o throug h yet ag ain ag ain down the road. I am just effortlessly could g et a delig ht of reading  a written pdf.
-- Mrs . B o nita  Kupha l       
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