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REFLEC T IONS ON T HE RISE AND FALL OF T HE ANC IENT  REPUBLIC KS; ADAPT ED T O T HE         
PRESENT  ST AT E OF GREAT  BRIT AIN    

Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing  text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the
orig inal book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1806 edition. Excerpt: . chapter ii. of athens. The republick of
Athens, once the seat of learning  and eloquence, the school of arts and sciences, and the centre of wit, g aiety, and politeness, exhibits a
strong  contrast to that of Sparta, as well in her form of g overnment, as in the g enius and manners of her inhabitants. The g overnment of
Athens, aDer the abolition of monarchy, was truly democratick, and so much convulsed by those civil dissensions, which are the inevitable
consequences of that kind of g overnment, that of all the Grecian states, the Athenian may be the most strictly termed the seat of faction. I
observe that the history of this celebrated republick is neither very clear nor interesting  until the time of Solon. The laws of Draco (the first
leg islator of the Athenians who g ave his laws in writing ) aFixed death as the common punishment of the most capital crimes, or the most
trivial oFences; a circumstance which implies either the most cruel austerity in the temper of the lawg iver, or such an abandoned proflig acy in
the manners of the people, as laid him under a necessity of applying  such violent remedies. As the historians have not clearly decided which of
these was the case, I shall only remark, that the humanity-of the people, so natural to the human species, was interested upon the occasion,
and the excessive rig our of the laws obstructed the very means of their being  carried into execution. A plain proof...
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