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some of them greatly so. Useful predaceous beetles (Carabidas) are eaten to the extent of 2.5
percent of the food of the year, but are taken mostly in spring and early summer. Other beetles,
belonging to several families, such as click-beetles (Elateridae), leaf-beetles (Chrysomelidae),
May-beetles (Scarabasidae), and a few others, amount altogether to 3.5 percent. Grasshoppers
(Orthoptera) are eaten practically in every month of the year, though none were found in the 11
stomachs taken in January. They constitute 4.7 percent of the whole food, and are exceeded by
no otherinsects except beetles and caterpillars. The greatest number (amounting to 17 percent)
are eaten in August, the grasshopper month. As all species of grasshoppers are injurious, their
destruction must be counted to the credit of the bird. Caterpillars (larva? of Lepidoptera) form
5.9 percent of the years food. They are eaten to...
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