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ground for a minute. Her rare languagegift was perfectly manifest long before she received her first lesson in articulation, and to her previous
knowledge was largely due her success in learning to speak-a success without a parallel in one deafso young, I think it may fairly be said, on
either side of the Atlantic. Hundreds of witnesses can testify to her fluency of speech. It is not natural, but it is intelligible--the true test of
speech. It would be no more fair to claim Helen Keller as a fair sample of the results of articulation teaching to the deaf than to maintain that
Solomon was a fair representative of the graduates of the schools of Jerusalem, or that in inventive talent Thomas Edison is an ordinary
specimen of the men of America. No! No school, no method of teaching, no teacher, can claim the merit of Helen Keller s success in acquiring
speech. In the rapidity and accuracy with which she gained it she stands alone among all deaf children who have learned speech without the
aid of hearing. Taking this ohild all in all, and making due allowance for every possible aid that has been given her and for all uncon scious
exaggeration due to friendly admiration, there yet remains so much that is marvellous as to place her beyond comparison with any other child
of whom we have ever heard. The whole history...
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