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THOREAU Besides his daily and nightly walks about the Township of Concord and its immediate vicinity, in Acton, Bedford, Carlisle, Lincoln,
Sudbury, and Stow, Henry Thoreau was frequently taking longer excursions, several of which were united by him in his first Book, the Week on
the Concord and Merrimac Rivers. Of these the first was made in company with his elder brother * John, and it began during the summer
vacation of their small private school in Concord, in 1839. This school opened in the Parkman House, a former residence of Deacon Parkman
(one of the family of which Francis Parkman the historian was the most distinguished member), standing where the Concord Library now is.
This house was occupied by John Thoreau, Sr,, and his large family, from the spring of 1837 to the late autumn of 1844; and the two brothers
commenced their school in it during the summer of 1838. Just before that, Henry had made a visit to his father s relatives in Bangor, Maine,
and on the way sought for a school to teach in that State, taking with him the kindly recommendation of the aged pastor of Concord, Dr.
Ripley, then occupying the Old Manse. In the household of the Thoreaus were then included two ladies from Boston, Mrs. Colonel Ward,
widow of a Revolutionary officer, and her daughter, Miss Prudence Ward, an accomplished person and a faithful correspondent of her
brothers...
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