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but which should undoubtedly be added to this list, are carriages, wagons, bicycles, and farming and mechanics tools. Another class of
property which might perhaps also be removed from the general property tax with advantage is goods, materials, and machinery of
merchants and manufacturers. This subject is studied more particularly in Chapter V, where the evidence tends to indicate inefficient working of
the general property tax. While we have not secured facts sufficient to warrant such positive conclusions as in the case of the other kinds of
property mentioned above, the question of exempting goods and machinery of merchants and manufacturers and substituting some more
effective tax method at least deserves careful consideration. It is also entirely improbable that intangible property can ever be effectively taxed
under either of the methods now in use in the state. (2) Improved machinery and methods of assessment, in order to make the assessment of
such property as remains subject to the property tax a reality instead of a fiction. (3) A radical reduction in the rates of the property tax. The high
rates of the property tax are themselves a potent cause of undervaluation and evasion. Full value assessment in company with rates of 15 and

20 mills and higher simply means confiscation. No reform of the property tax can ever be accomplished unless accompanied by a lowering of
tax rates. Itis, of course, equally true that the effective administration...
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