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T HE MUSIC  LESSON 

Random House USA Inc, United States, 2011. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 190 x 124 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. She s
beautiful, writes Irish-American art historian Patricia Dolan in the first of the journal entries that form The Music Lesson. I look at my face in the
mirror and it seems far away, less real than hers. The woman she describes is the subject of the stolen Vermeer of the novel s title. Patricia is
alone with this exquisite painting  in a remote Irish cottag e by the sea. How she arrived in such an unlikely circumstance is one part of the story
Patricia tells us: about her father, a policeman who raised her to believe deeply in the cause of a united Ireland; the art history career that has
sustained her since the numbing  loss of her daug hter; and the arrival of Mickey O Driscoll, her dang erously charming , young  Irish cousin,
which has led to her involvement in this hig h-stakes crime. How her sublime vig il becomes a tale of loss, reg ret, and transformation is the rest
of her story. The silent woman in the priceless painting  becomes, for Patricia, a tabula rasa, a presence that at diFerent moments seems to
judg e, to approve, or to oFer wisdom. As Patricia immerses herself in the turbulent passions of her Irish heritag e and ponders her aesthetic
fidelity to the serene and understated pleasures of Dutch art, she discovers, in her silent communion, a g rowing  awareness of all that has
been hidden beneath the surface of her own life. And she discovers that she possesses the knowledg e of what she must do to preserve the
thing s she values most. From the Hardcover edition.
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