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*****This book is a collaboration of writings by The Men for Honor Writers Group at the California State Prison in Los Angeles County. This work
- by prisoners serving time for non-violent drug offenses to first degree murder - offers diverse approaches to admonish, dissuade and advise
youth how to avoid finding themselves in the horrific and tragic consequences of incarcerated life. The Men for Honor Creative Writing Class
represents the unique California program located in the State Prison in Los Angeles County, called: The Honor Program. This volunteer
program, initiated in 2001 by prisoners tired of the senseless violence and backward travels, proposed to some progressive minded staff to
start the pilot program they envisioned. To qualify for the program men must request it, abandon all gang and racial ties, agree to random

drug tests and respect their peers and staff. Through a bank of prisoner-led groups the men offer peer-taught classes in fields for which they
have experience and the few teach the masses. The groups also conduct food sales to give to charities on the outside. In 2003, Los Angeles
Times writer Richard Faucett wrote about the success of the Honor Program. Faucett found that since the inception of the program weapons
infractions decreased 88 percent, and violence and threatening behavior dropped 85 percent. The program saved $200,000 in its first year
alone. In 2008, the Secretary of Corrections recognized the program and renamed it the Progressive Programming Facility. For more read

Dortell Williams article My Shawshank Redemption, published by the Christian Science Monitorat// and keep up to date with the program at.
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