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Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Causes of the Decline of the Roman Commonwealth:
The Arnold Prize Essay for 1887 The fall or decline of a body politic, as it has often been pointed
Out, is solely the result of its own defects; and violence, to be truly successful, must be only the
outward expression of internal mis chief. Save under this condition, victory in reality rests with
the vanquished even in their hour of defeat, - with the g allo-roman, for example, in France, and
in Norman Eng land with the Saxon. Thoug h the statement is doubtless a commonplace, the
fact is of the hig hest importance; and specially so where, as in the case of Republican Rome,
the proximate cause of downfall is a g enius such as that of Gains Julius, supplemented by the
only less orig inal talent of Octavian, and where according ly causes of revolution less personal,
and therefore more radical, are only too easily over looked. We are too apt to forg et that that
imperialism in which republican ideas found their euthanasia was not in any true sense the
destroyer, and that Pharsalus, Thapsus and...
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