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SIMON SCHUSTER, United States, 2007. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.When
Irving  Berlin first conceived the song  White Christmas, he envisioned it as a throwaway -- a satirical novelty number for a vaudeville-style stag e
revue. By the time Bing  Crosby introduced the tune in the winter of 1942, it had evolved into something  far g rander: the stately yuletide ballad
that would become the world s all-time top-selling  and most widely recorded song . In this vividly written narrative, Jody Rosen provides both
the fascinating  story behind the making  of America s favorite Christmas carol and a cultural history of the nation that embraced it. Berlin, the
Russian-Jewish immig rant who became his adopted country s g reatest pop troubadour, had written his mag num opus -- what one
commentator has called a holiday Moby-Dick -- a timeless song  that resonates with some of the deepest themes in American culture: yearning
for a mythic New Eng land past, belief in the mag ic of the merry and brig ht Christmas season, long ing  for the havens of home and hearth.
Today, the song  endures not just as an icon of the national Christmas celebration but as the artistic and commercial peak of the g olden ag e of
popular song , a symbol of the values and striving s of the World War II g eneration, and of the sag a of Jewish-American assimilation. With
insig ht and wit, Rosen probes the song  s musical roots, uncovering  its surprising  connections to the tradition of blackface minstrelsy and
exploring  its unique place in popular culture throug h six decades of recording s by everyone from Bing  Crosby to Elvis Presley to *NSYNC. White
Christmas chronicles the song  s leg acy from jaunty rag time-era Tin Pan Alley to the eleg ant world of midcentury Broadway and Hollywood,
from the hardscrabble streets where Irving  Berlin...
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