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Hoover Institution Press,U.S., United States, 2012. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The federal g overnment is
today facing  the larg est fiscal challeng e since World War II. The fundamental question before the nation is whether the fiscal course the
g overnment is on can continue. In Entitlement Spending : Our Coming  Fiscal Tsunami, David Koitz arg ues that it is not a Democratic or
Republican problem; it is an American problem. As it comes ever closer, he contends, the need for political converg ence becomes ever more
pressing . Written so as to make the issues understandable to nonexperts, the book is desig ned to raise public awareness of the urg ency to act
by clarifying  misconceptions and presenting  the facts on the impending  economic crisis driven by the federal g overnment s enormous
spending  on entitlement prog rams. Althoug h Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security are idolised as pillars of the nation s safety net, he
shows why those prog rams are in fact the larg est drivers of our looming  fiscal problem. He explains how, if an eCective remedy is to emerg e,
those prog rams must contribute heavily to the chang es lawmakers consider and oCers various policy directions for reining  in their spending .
Koitz sug g ests, for instance, that increasing  out-of-pocket spending  by health care consumers may be the only eCective way to sensitise both
medical providers and patients to the costs of care, contending  that, reg ardless of how this may aCect utilisation or medical practices, major
limits are needed in Medicare and Medicaid expenditures because they have become unaCordable. Whether by raising  the Medicare elig ibility
ag e above sixty-five, imposing  hig her deductibles and co-payments, or converting  Medicare to a prog ram supporting  the purchase of health
insurance in the private market, the prog ram s expenditures must be reined in and the expectations of future Medicare recipients balanced
ag ainst the risks of...
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