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Rotifera, or Wheel-Animalcules, Both British and Foreig n, Vol. 1 of 2: With Illustrations Its slopes are covered with plantations of beech and fir,
so as to shelter the pond on three sides, and yet leave it Open to the soD south-western breezes, and to the aDernoon sun. At the head of the
combe wells up a clear spring , which sends a thread of water, trickling  throug h a bed of osiers, into the upper end of the pond. A stout stone
wall has been drawn across the combe from side to side, so as to dam up the stream and there is a g ap in one corner, throug h which the
over?ow finds its way, in a miniature cascade, down into the lower plantation. The pond s smooth surface is prettily diapered with the g reen
leaves of many a water-plant, and with the sharp imag es of three famous beeches g rowing  close to its edg e: but to a naturalist s eye the old
wall is the more charming  object. Time has crumbled away the mortar near the water s edg e, and made a thousand nooks and crannies
which, densely clothed with alg ae, are the haunts of myriads of living  creatures. If we approach the pond by the g amekeeper s path from the
cottag e above, we shall pass throug h the plantation, and come unseen rig ht on to the corner of the wall; so that one quiet step will enable us
to see at a g lance its whole surface, without disturbing  any living  thing  that may be there. Far oH at the upper end a water hen is leading  her
little brood among  the willows on the fallen trunk of an old beech, lying  half-way...
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