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Egyptian religion in a few words, we should call it, both as a system and as a cult, an almost monarchical polytheism in a theocratic form. The
Egyptian polytheism was not purely monarchical, for there were several divine monarchies; and only by the somewhat arbitrary doctrine that
all the chief gods were in reality the same under different names, could the semblance of monarchy be maintained. But this religion was
undoubtedly theocratic in the strictest sense of the word. The divinity himself reigned through his son, the absolute king, his incarnation and
representative on earth. The priesthood of Amon, strengthened by its victory over the heretic, and by the measureless wealth which the
munificence of successful conquerors poured into its lap, had attained the most tremendous power in the state; and when, after a long time,
its members had reduced the king to weak tools in their hands, and succeeded at last in usurping the throne itself, the theocracy was altered
in form only, but not in its essence. The place of the king highpriest was taken by the highpriest-king. But even this change was of short
duration. Against another power no less favored by the kings of the new empire, the power of the army (composed for the greater part of hired
foreign troops), the priestly princes proved unable to keep their ground. They had to leave the country, and in Ethiopia they founded a new
sacerdotal kingdom. Still the rule of the kings, who sprang from this military revolution, was purely theocratic. This item ships from multiple
locations. Your book may arrive from Roseburg,OR, La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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