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This briefaccount of the Prussian elementary school system was prepared at the request of the Honorable Andrew S. Draper, Superintendent of
Public Instruction for the State of New York, and appears in bis thirty -seventh annual report, transmitted to the Legislature January 6, 1891. The
following extract from Superintendent Drapers report explains itself: - In 1867 Superintendent Victor M. Rice presented to the Legislature a
special and elaborate report, attempting to set forth the educational conditions of all the enlightened nations of the world. The little volume
was published by the State, but the edition was so limited that it is now almost unknown. In enabled the educators of the State to compare
their own with other educational systems, and it was likewise prolific of suggestions. Us value, however, was impaired by reason of the fact
that the information it contained was derived from the reports of foreign educational or other officers. or from encyclopaedias. To make them
ofthe greatest value to us. foreign school systems must he seen through American eyes, and must be described by an intelligent friend of our
school system, who is so anxious for its improvement that he is willing to seize upon any thing which will improve it no matter where he may
find it. and who yet has the power of discriminating sufficiently to enable him to see not only what is good, but to determine what is
practicable and advisable in this country. | have been desirous of presenting to the educators of this State something of this...
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