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By Professor of Sociolog y Richard A Schoenherr

Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 2004. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 140 mm.
Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In the last half-century, the
number of Catholic priests has plummeted by 40 while the number of Catholics has skyrocketed,
up 65 . The specter of a faith defined by full pews and empty altars hang s heavy over the church.
The root cause of this priest shortag e is the church s insistence on mandatory celibacy. Given
the potential recruitment advantag es of abandoning  the celibacy requirement, why, Richard A.
Schoenherr asks, is the conservative Catholic coalition-headed by the pope-so adamantly
opposed to a married clerg y? The answer, he arg ues, is that accepting  married priests would
be but the first step toward ordaining  women and thus forever altering  the demog raphics of a
resolutely male relig ious order. Yet Schoenherr believes that such chang e is not only necessary
but unavoidable if the church is to thrive. The church s current stop-g ap approach of enlisting
laypeople to perform all but the central element of the mass only further serves to undermine
the power of the celibate priesthood. Perhaps most importantly, doctrinal chang es, a g rowing
pluralism in the church, and the...
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R e vie ws  

Here is the best pdf i actually have g o throug h till now. We have study and i also am certain that i am g oing  to planning  to g o throug h once ag ain
once more in the future. You will not sense monotony at at any time of the time (that's what catalog s are for reg arding  in the event you question me).
-- Fre d e riq ue  R o lfs o n          

The publication is straig htforward in study safer to recog nize. It is writter in straig htforward words and never hard to understand. Its been printed in
an extremely straig htforward way and it is just after i finished reading  this book throug h which basically modified me, affect the way i think.
-- P e rcy B e rnha rd      
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