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measures of length, area, bulk, weight, and value in place of the tangled and inconsistent medley which now flourishes. Royal Commissions,
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by the French. These reports bear the honoured names of Sabine, Herschel, Airy, and many others. And yet nothing has been done beyond
making the use of the metric system permissive in contracts. We are of opinion, runs the Report of the 1863 Commissioners, that it is
inexpedient that any legislation should take place with respect to the metric system until the whole subject of the weights and measures of this
kingdom be brought before Parliament in one Bill. Good; but successive Governments have been invariably debarred from carrying out these
reiterated recommendations by the fact that no single and complete system has ever yet been laid before Parliament. Various schemes
dealing with the coinage or with weights, or with other measures have, it is true, been submitted, but nothing approaching to a complete and
systematic whole covering the whole field of measurement. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands ofrare and
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