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T HE T HREAT  ON T HE HORIZON: AN INSIDE AC C OUNT  OF AMERIC A S SEARC H FOR SEC URIT Y          
AFT ER T HE C OLD WAR (HARDBAC K)   

Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 2011. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 236 x 157 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The
Aspin-Brown Commission of 1995-1996, led by former U.S. Defense Secretaries Les Aspin and Harold Brown, was a landmark inquiry into the
activities of America s secret ag encies. The purpose of the commission was to help the Central Intellig ence Ag ency and other org anizations in
the U.S. intellig ence community adapt to the quite diDerent world that had emerg ed aEer the end of the Cold War in 1991. In The Threat on the
Horizon, eminent national security scholar Loch K. Johnson, who served as Aspin s assistant, oDers a comprehensive insider s account of this
inquiry. Based on a close siEing  of g overnment documents and media reports, interviews with participants, and, above all, his own
eyewitness impressions, Johnson s thoroug h history oDers a unique window onto why the terrorist attacks of 2001 caug ht the United States by
surprise and why the intellig ence community failed ag ain in 2002 when it predicted that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction. It will be
the first published account by an insider of a presidential commission on intellig ence-a companion volume to Johnson s acclaimed study of
the Church Committee investig ation into intellig ence in 1975 (A Season of Inquiry). This examination of the Aspin-Brown Commission is an
invaluable source for anyone interested in the how the intellig ence ag encies of the world s most powerful nation strug g led to confront new
g lobal threats that followed the collapse of the Soviet empire, and why Washing ton, D.C. was unprepared for the calamities that would soon
arise.
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