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Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Contestation and
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interactions between domestic and international forces that inform ethnic g roups national-identity contestation, positing  a theoretical
framework where international factors play a sig nificant role in determining  why and when ethnic g roups will contest the national identities
imposed on them by central g overnments as part of the nation-building  process. Simmering  g rievances and occasional outbursts of social
unrest among  ethnic minority populations in China challeng e not only the ruling  party s leg itimacy and g overnance, but also contemporary
Chinese national identity and the territorial integ rity of the Chinese state. But, as Enze Han points out, of the fiDy-five ethnic minority g roups in
China, only the Tibetans and Uyg hurs have forcefully contested the idea of a Chinese national identity. He arg ues that whether ethnic g roups
contest those national identities depends on whether they perceive a better, achievable alternative. In particular, Han arg ues that ethnic
g roups with extensive external kinship networks are most likely to perceive a capacity to achieve better circumstances and are, therefore, more
likely to politically mobilize to contest national identity. In the absence of such alternatives ethnic g roups are more likely to cope with their
situation throug h emig ration, political ambivalence, or assimilation. Using  this theoretical framework, the book compares the way that five
major ethnic minority g roups in China neg otiate their national identities with the Chinese nation-state: Uyg hurs, Chinese Koreans, Dai,
Mong ols, and Tibetans. Overall, Contestation and Adaptation sheds lig ht on the nation-building  processes in China over the past six decades
and the ways that different g roups have resisted or acquiesced in their dealing s with the Chinese state and majority Han Chinese society.
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