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VENUS

THE RAGE TO MEASURE

By Andrea Wulf
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VINTAGE, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. On June 6,
1761, the world paused to observe a momentous occasion: the first transit of Venus between the
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ANDREA WULF Earth and the Sun in more than a century. Through that observation, astronomers could
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calculate the size ofthe solar system--but only if they could compile data from many different
points of the globe, all recorded during the short period of the transit. Overcoming incredible
odds and political strife, astronomers from Britain, France, Russia, Germany, Sweden, and the
American colonies set up observatories in the remotest corners of the world, only to be
thwarted by unpredictable weather and warring armies. Fortunately, transits of Venus occurin
pairs; eight years later, they would have another opportunity to succeed. Chasing Venus brings
to life the personalities of the astronomers who embarked upon this complex and essential
venture and paints a vivid portrait of the collaborations, the rivalries, and the volatile
international politics that hindered them at every turn. Thanks to these scientists, neither our

DOWNLOAD e conception of the universe nor the nature of scientific research would ever be the same.

@ READ ONLINE
[ 1.87 MB ]

Reviews

This ebook will never be straightforward to get started on looking at but really fun to read. It is amongst the most incredible publication i have got
read through. | realized this pdffrom myiand dad encouraged this publication to leamn.
-- Mrs. Anya Kautzer

Excellent eBook and helpful one. This can be for all who statte there was not a worthy of studying. You will not feel monotony at at any moment of
Yyour respective time (that's what catalogs are for regarding when you request me).
-- Princess McCullough
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