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***xx My dear Trevelyan: Never in my life have | been placed in such an awkward, not to say invidious, position. | am, as you know, a plain man,
fond of a plain life and plain speaking, and yet | am about to imperil that reputation by communicating to you what | fancy you will consider the
most extraordinary and unbelievable intelligence you have ever received in your life. For my own part | do not know what to think. | have
puzzled over the matter until | am not in a position to judge fairly. You must, therefore, weigh the evidence, first for us both. For pity s sake,
however, do notdecide hastily. In dubiis benigniora semper sunt praeferenda, as they used to say in our school days, must be our motto, and
by it we must abide at any hazards. As far as | can see, we are confronted with one of the saddest and at the same time one of the most
inexplicable cases ever yet recorded on paper. Reduced to its proper factors it stands as follows: Either Forrester has gone mad and dreamed
it all, or he is sane and has suffered as few others have done in this world. In either case he is deserving of our deepest pity. In one way only
are we fortunate. Knowing the man as we do, we are in a position to estimate the value of the accusations he brings against himself. Of one
thing | am convinced-a more honourable being does not walk this earth. Our acquaintance with him is of equal length. We were introduced to
him, and to each other, on one...
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