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favoured with uninterrupted prosperity.--His grateful soul, no doubt, poured forth incessantly its pious effusions to the Giver of all goodness,
expressive of the high sense he entertained of such pre-eminent distinction; and though, by reflecting on the instability of human affairs, he
might be prepared, in the midst of his felicity, for a small reverse of fortune, it is hardly probable that he should think his Heavenly Benefactor
would at once withdraw all his favours. What, then, must have been the anguish of his mind, when one informed him, that the Sabeans had
carried off all bis herd; (for flocks and herds were then the riches of mankind) another, that all his sheep were destroyed by Are from heaven;
another, that the Chaldeans had captured his camels; and, to crown the whole, a fourth told him, that all his children were unfortunately
huried under the ruins of the house where they were feasting?--By these heavy disasters he was at once bereft of the wealth which made him
respectable abroad, and of his beloved offspring, who formed his happiness at home. In one short day, from the envied height of affluence,
was he plunged into cheerless poverty; and, from being the happy father of ten loved children, had he to encounter the gloomy prospect of
passing the wane of life uncomforted by the endearments offilial affection, and of going down to the grave unlamented by any to whom he...
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