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Demand ***** Excerpt from Letter of Hon. Joseph Segar, to a Friend in Virginia: In Vindication of His Course in Declining to Follow His State Into

Secession My Dear - You urge me, on account of my distressed wife and children, to return to Virginia, if | can possibly, and with characteristic
generosity, you offer to divide with them and me your humble home. God knows that next to peace for our afflicted country, the fondest wish
of my heartis to be once more with the loved ones who, as you truly say, once made my home so happy. But we can never meet on the soil of
our native land, at least during the continuance of this unhappy war; nor shall we ever, save on some blessed spot where waves that proud

emblem of protecting power, the Stars and Stripes. All considerations of mere personal safety aside, the conditions on which | am advised |
may return to Virginia and be safe, are totally inadmissible. Those conditions are, first, that | go by flag of truce to Norfolk, and there obtain
from Gen. Huger a guard of protection; secondly, that under that guard | proceed to Richmond, and there take the oath of allegiance to
Virginia before Gov. Letcher; and thirdly, that | also take there before President Davis the oath of allegiance to the Confederate States of
America. | regret that | find it impossible to comply with these hard terms. | can accept no guard from Gen. Huger, nor from any one else who

dares, in the land of Washington and Henry, uplift the flag of the Confederate States. When I tread the soil of...
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