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Assembly s Second Presbytery of Philadelphia Moderator, - Before entering fully into the merits of this case, permit me to notice a remark
made by the last speaker, in relation to the act of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, by which, but one ministerial and one lay delegate are
commissioned to this Assembly. It was said that by the act of Synod appealed from, that Presbytery was entitled to a larger delegation on this
floor, but by sending up their present number, that Presbytery has declared its own belief in the unconstitutionality of the Synodical act. But,
Sir, by a reference to the minute of Presbytery appended to the commission of their delegates, it will appear that the right to an increased
number, is expressly claimed, but the exercise of it waived from motives of prudence and peace. The Presbytery were unwilling that so grave
and important a subject as that now before you, should be decided on a preliminary question. Sir, had the Presbytery insisted on the exercise
oftheir right, this weighty subject, with all its difficulties, would have met you on the threshold; and your proceedings would have commenced
in the midst of agitation and excitement. It was with a view to peace and order, Sir, that the Presbytery adopted the course which is now
attempted to be construed to its disadvantage. The question before the courtis brought up by appeal and complaint. The question before the
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