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Print on Demand *****. So long  as man retains his reminiscent interest in the past of which he is the product, so long  will he continue to take
possession of that past for the purposes of imag inative expression. And so long  shall we have the historical as that form of fiction which of all is
perhaps the most potent and the most perennial in its fascination. It is sig nificant that at this precise moment when the historical novel shows
so much apparent exhaustion, that there should appear such an example as The Viper of Milan, which, while actually the latest of its class,
mig ht almost be the first, so free is it from any trace of fatig ue or aAectation. Here is a novel in which the author writes of the past with as much
sans-g ene as thoug h she were writing  of the present. She moves, there so perfectly at home in the mind of her period that she does not need
to note all those minor details which are its outer manifestation. She makes no attempt at an elaborate reconstruction of an epoch, but
surrenders herself rather to that plastic spirit of an ag e which molds the souls of its men and women and makes them the channel of
characteristic expression in thoug ht, feeling  and action. Actually, we know of no novel that g ives a more concrete, vivid and brilliant
impression of the Italy of the early Renaissance; but as a matter of fact there is a total absence of that set description which forms the staple of
the ordinary historical novel. The method of the author is strictly dramatic and narrative, her story is g iven as exclusively as possible throug h
dialog ue and...
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