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By Henry Petroski

Random House USA Inc, United States, 1997. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Lang uag e:
Eng lish . Brand New Book. Only Henry Petroski, author of The Pencil, could make one never pick
up a paper clip ag ain without being  overcome with feeling s of awe and reverence. In his new
book the author examines a host of techno-trivia questions - how the fork g ot its tines, why
Scotch tape is called that, how the paper clip evolved, how the Post-it note came to be, how the
zipper was named, why aluminum cans have hollow bottoms - and provides us with answers
that both astonish and challeng e the imag ination. In addition to an extended discussion of
knives, forks, spoons, and other common devices, the author explains how the interplay of
social and technical factors affects the development and use of such thing s as plastic bag s, fast-
food packag ing , push-button telephones, and other modern conveniences. Throug hout the
book familiar objects serve to illustrate the g eneral principles behind the evolution of all
products of invention and eng ineering . Petroski shows, by way of these examples as well as a
probing  look at the patent process, that the sing le most important driving  force behind
technolog ical chang e is the failure of...
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R e vie ws  

This book is really g ripping  and intrig uing . It is writter in easy words and never confusing . You can expect to like the way the blog g er create this pdf.
-- Sum m e r Ja co bs o n        

A very amazing  publication with perfect and lucid information. We have read throug h and that i am certain that i will planning  to study once more yet
ag ain in the future. You will not really feel monotony at anytime of the time (that's what catalog ues are for about should you question me).
-- Ma tild a  Ho e g e r V         
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