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PAPEN GLIPE AND IIPFERS—CAME TO BE A% THEY ARE

. HENRY PETROSKI

By Henry Petroski

Random House USA Inc, United States, 1997. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Language:
English . Brand New Book. Only Henry Petroski, author of The Pencil, could make one never pick
up a paper clip again without being overcome with feelings of awe and reverence. In his new
book the author examines a host of techno-trivia questions - how the fork gotits tines, why
Scotch tape is called that, how the paper clip evolved, how the Post-it note came to be, how the
zipper was named, why aluminum cans have hollow bottoms - and provides us with answers
that both astonish and challenge the imagination. In addition to an extended discussion of
knives, forks, spoons, and other common devices, the author explains how the interplay of
social and technical factors affects the development and use of such things as plastic bags, fast-
food packaging, push-button telephones, and other modern conveniences. Throughout the
book familiar objects serve to illustrate the general principles behind the evolution of all
products of invention and engineering. Petroski shows, by way of these examples as well as a
probing look at the patent process, that the single mostimportant driving force behind
technological change is the failure of...
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This book is really gripping and intriguing. It is writter in easy words and never confusing. You can expect to like the way the blogger create this pdf.
-- Summer Jacobson

A very amazing publication with perfect and lucid information. We have read through and that i am certain that i will planning to study once more yet
again in the future. You will not really feel monotony at anytime ofthe time (that's what catalogues are for about should you question me).
-- Matilda Hoeger V
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