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Forgotten Books, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from
Commanders Call: May-June 1984 Next in order of importance is the proposed citation which is usually placed into the appli cable block on the
DA Form 638 (the confusion between the purpose of the citation and the narrative accounts for most of the problems associated with the
preparation of award recom mandations). The citation is important from the standpoint that it is a permanent historical docu ment which is
usually read aloud in public. As such, it must conform to the rules of English usage and good taste. For these reasons, citations are often
changed after the award is approved. Since the citation is basically a brief summary of the accomplishments described in detail in the narrative
justification, it is not or should not be used by intermediate commanders or the final approval authority to arrive at a decision. For most
meritorious achievement and service awards the citation is limited to nine lines to include standard opening and closing statements. In
summary, the citation should closely conform to the previous tips for writing the narrative. While the use of more descriptive language is
appropriate, you should again refrain from excessive use of pompous words, cliches and phrases. Such embellishments are clearly um
necessary, since the certificate itself displays the appropriate dignity of the award. So, the next time you want to recommend a soldier for a
decoration, don t rush out to find an approved citation to paraphrase. Instead, get all the facts on paper, support it with any additional
documentation required and finally, prepare the DA Form 638 and proposed citation. You Il find that this process is infinitely easier and more
meaningful than compiling standard words and phrases from...
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