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***x* Description: In The World in the Shadow of God, Ephraim Radner argues for a vigorous Christian natural theology and insists that such a
theology must, of necessity, be performed poetically. The peculiar character of such a theology is found in its disclosing of the natural limits
that indicate indirectly the impinging and more fundamental reality of the divine life. Natural theology represents the encounter between
created reality and the shadow of God s creative and revelatory grace. However, the encounter is a morally demanding task for the Christian
church if it is to be held accountable to the truth on which its life is based. The first portion of the book offers an extended critical essay on the
nature of this sort of natural theology, while the second provides a developed set of examples through poems that display the natural world in
light of the truths articulated in the Apostles Creed. Those interested in the intersection of theology, literature, history, and the natural world
will be challenged by this attempt to renew a basic element of Christian knowledge and culture. Endorsements: Never sweetly pious, always
directly quarried from the particularity of life, Ephraim Radner s poetry beautifully and movingly reflects the straining, searching, God-desiring
pathos of natural theology. Shoes and suitcases speak as eloquently--and as obliquely and uncertainly--as the reliable routines of the lowly
ant. --R. R. Reno Creighton University Radner s style in the introduction where he wrestles with the nature of natural theology as that which
beats us on the head is one of vast but lightly worn learing in service of spiritual discipline, the life of somehow joyful penitence. The poetry
that follows is crafted and careful, full...
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