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orig inal book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XII THE MOTHER S LAST ILLNESS
It was now autumn of 1863, and Will was a wellg rown young  man, tall, strong , and athletic, thoug h not yet quite eig hteen years old. Our oldest
sister, Julia, had been married, the spring  preceding , to Mr. J. A. Goodman. Mother had been g rowing  weaker from day to day; being  with her
constantly, we had not remarked the chang e for the worse; but Will was much shocked by the transformation which a few months had
wroug ht. Only an indomitable will power had enabled her to overcome the infirmities of the body, and now it seemed to us as if her flesh had
been refined away, leaving  only the sweet and beautiful spirit. Will reached home none too soon, for only three weeks aKer his return the
doctor told mother that only a few hours were leK to her, and if she had any last messag es, it were best that she communicate them at once.
That evening  the children were called in, one by one, to receive her blessing  and farewell. Mother was an earnest Christian character, but at
that time I alone of all the children appeared relig iously disposed. Young  as I was, the solemnity of the hour when she charg ed me with the
spiritual welfare of the family has remained with me throug h all the years that have g one. Calling  me to her side, she soug ht to impress upon
my childish mind, not the sorrow of...
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