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on Demand *****. CHAPTER I. Helen had still another incident before her, however, ere she left St Mary s Road. It was late in the afternoon when
she went back. To go back at all, to enter the dismantled place, and have that new dreary picture thrustinto her mind instead of the old image
of home, was painful enough, and Norah s cheeks were pale, and even to Helen the air and the movement conveyed a certain relief. They went
into the quieter part of the park and walked for an hour or two saying little. Now and then poor Norah would be beguiled into a little
monologue, to which her mother lent a half attention-but that was all. It was easier to be in motion than to keep still, and it was less miserable
to look at the trees, the turf, the blue sky, than at the walls of a room which was full of associations of happiness. They did not get home until
the carriages were beginning to roll into the park for the final round before dinner. And when they reached their own house, there stood a
smart cabriolet before it, the horse held by a little tiger. Within the gate two gentlemen met them coming down the steps. One of them was a
youth of eighteen or nineteen, who looked at Helen with a wondering awe-stricken glance. The other was-Mr Golden. Norah had closed the
garden door heedlessly after her. They were thus shut in, the four together confronting each other, unable to escape. Helen could not believe
her eyes. Her heart began to beat, her pale cheeks to flush, a kind of mist of excitement came...
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