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Demand *****.Excerpt from Letter of the Rev. James A. Latane: Rector of St. Matthew s Church, Wheeling, West Virginia, to Bishop Johns,
Resigning the Ministry of the Protestant Episcopal Church My Dear Bishop, - It is with sincere grief that | write to announce to you my purpose to
withdraw from the Ministry of the Protestant Episcopal Church. | know that this announcement will cause you both surprise and pain; but | beg
you to believe that the decision has not been reached without much reflection and prayer, and that the step is taken with the utmost
reluctance, and only from imperative convictions of duty. Every earthly consideration is against it. My relations to you, and to Bishop Whittle,
and to many dear brethren in the ministry in the Diocese of Virginia, my affection for the Church in Staunton, where | commenced my ministry
and labored for fourteen years, my many obligations to the people of my present charge, my desire, attested by my whole ministry, to do the
Lord s work in quietness and peace, the natural shrinking which every manly heart must feel from entering upon a course which will cause me
to be esteemed a fool by many whose good opinion | value, and the uncertainties of the future, both as to the field of my labor and the
support of my family, are all against the step, and have all been calmly, deliberately weighed. On the other hand, | have nothing to plead in
favor ofit, and nothing to sustain me in taking it, but a clear conviction of duty to God and to the cause of His truth in the earth. Let...
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