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University of California Press, United States, 2000. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Walt Whitman: The Song
of Himself is the first full-leng th critical biog raphy of Walt Whitman in more than forty years. Jerome Loving  makes use of recently unearthed
archival evidence and newspaper writing s to present the most accurate, complete, and complex portrait of the poet to date. This authoritative
biog raphy aBords fresh, oCen revelatory insig hts into many aspects of the poet s life, including  his attitudes toward the emerg ing  urban life of
America, his relationships with his family members, his developing  notions of male-male love, his attitudes toward the vexed issue of race,
and his insistence on the union of American states. Virtually every chapter presents material that was previously unknown or unavailable, and
Whitman emerg es as never before, in all his complexity as a corporal, cerebral, and spiritual being . Loving  g ives us a new Poet of Democracy,
one for the twenty-first century. Loving  bring s to life the elusive early Whitman, detailing  his unhappy teaching  career, typesetting  jobs,
quarrels with editors, and relationships with family and friends. He takes us throug h the Civil War - with Whitman s moving  descriptions of the
wounded and dying  he nursed, the battleg rounds and camps he visited - demonstrating  why the war became one of the defining  events of
Whitman s life and poetry. Loving  s account of Whitman s relationship with Ralph Waldo Emerson is one of the most complete and fascinating
available. He also draws insig hts from new material about Whitman s life as a civil servant, his Lincoln lectures, and his abiding  campaig n to
g ain acceptance for what was reg arded by many as a dirty book. He examines each edition of Leaves of Grass in connection with the life and
times that produced it, demonstrating  how...
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