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8.5in. x 0.2in.Includes pictures Includes ancient accounts of Lagash Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading In southern
Iraq, a crushing silence hangs over the dunes. For nearly 5, 000 years, the sands of the Iraqi desert have held the remains of the oldest known
civilization: the Sumerians. When American archaeologists discovered a collection of cuneiform tablets in Iraq in the late 19th century, they
were confronted with a language and a people who were at the time only scarcely known to even the most knowledgeable scholars of ancient
Mesopotamia. The exploits and achievements of other Mesopotamian peoples, such as the Assyrians and Babylonians, were already known to
a large segment of the population through the Old Testament and the nascent field of Near Eastern studies had unraveled the enigma of the
Akkadian language that was widely used throughout the region in ancient times, but the discovery of the Sumerian tablets brought to light the
existence of the Sumerian culture, which was the oldest of all the Mesopotamian cultures. For a people so great it is unfortunate that their
accomplishments and contributions, not only to Mesopotamian civilization but to civilization in general, largely go unnoticed by the majority
of the public. Perhaps the Sumerians were victims of their own success; they gradually entered the historical record, established a fine
civilization, and then slowly submerged into the cultural patchwork of their surroundings. They also never suffered a great and sudden
collapse like other peoples of the ancient Near East, such as the Hittites, Assyrians and Neo-Babylonians did. A close examination of Sumerian
culture and chronology reveals that the Sumerians set the cultural tone in Mesopotamia for several centuries in the realms...
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