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Taylor Francis Inc, United States, 2009. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The technolog ical revolution in the
social sciences made available a set of research tools and data manipulation techniques that permit the study of complex social processes
previously inaccessible or not amenable to our observational powers. One important set of tools took the g eneric title experimental g ames,
which were characterized by the interactive protag onists pursuit of relatively well-defined g oals whose achievement is dependent on the
behavior of others. James T. Tedeschi, Barry R. Schlenker, and Thomas V. Bonoma, in this work, explicate these hig hly structured interactions.
The g rand strateg y of scientific inquiry is the development of explanatory systems for natural phenomena. The empirical tactics devised to
manipulate, control, observe, and measure events or processes of interest oCen require as much ing enuity and imag ination as theory
development itself. Generally the situation is so structured that certain rules g overn participant behavior. Within these constraints the social
psycholog ical processes of conflict, influence, power, barg aining , and coalition formation can be studied. Concerned with the more formal
and technical aspects of g ames, the authors explain how they are used for purposes of developing  and testing  scientific theory. The emphasis
throug hout is on the development and empirical evaluation of a scientific theory of social influence and power in situations where the interests
of the interacting  parties are in conflict. Experimental g ames have provided many of the concepts and the preponderance of evidence that
have helped to unravel many of the complexities of social behavior. In Conflict, Power, and Games, the authors build a bridg e between
technical and non-technical approaches in order to shed g reater lig ht on interpersonal relations.
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