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Forgotten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Life of
Martin Luther The sixteenth century was the most remarkable and splendid age of the world, both as it respects the great and exalted men,
and the important events which it produced. The most important of all events, which render the sixteenth century the most splendid period
since the era of the Saviour of the world, is the Reformation to which that century gave birth. Welcome must this change have been to all
Germany, a country where the liberty of the subject, and the freedom of conscience seemed to be at home; where liberty, since the time of the
Romans till this very moment, knew how mightily to protect her rights against every attempt of tyrants, against the most subtle artifice of
usurpers, and against the encroachments of despotism and oppression. From Germany proceeded the power which caused Rome, the once
proud mistress of almost the whole known world, to tremble, even when she was at the zenith of her potency. And from Germany also pro
ceeded the power which shook the triple crown of the most artful religious and temporal usurper at more modern Rome, and brought her to
the very brink of inevitable ruin. In such a country as Germany, darkness could not long abide, nor tyrants with impunity long exercise their
intolerable pro?igacies. It was in Germany, where the morning dawn of a pure worship of the Supreme Being, and of a wise liberty of
conscience was destined to arise. But it was only in Italy, a country which, in other respects, was the seat of the greatest mental refinement,
where a burning climate heats the blood to the production of the wildest and most inordinate passions;...
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