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orig inal book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 edition. Excerpt: . II AUTOSOTERISM There are fundamentally
only two doctrines of salvation1: that salvation is from God, and that salvation is from ourselves. The former is the doctrine of common
Christianity; the latter is the doctrine of universal heathenism. The principle of heathenism, remarks Dr. Herman Bavinck,2 is, neg atively, the
denial of the true God, and of the g iF of his g race; and, positively, the notion that salvation can be secured by man s own power and wisdom.
Come, let us build us a city, and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven, and let us make us a name. Gen. 11: 4. Whether the works throug h
which heathenism seeks the way of salvation bear a more ritual or a more ethical character, whether they are of a more positive or of a more
neg ative nature, in any case man remains his own saviour; all relig ions except the Christian are autosoteric. . . . And philosophy has made no
advance upon this: even Kant and Schopenhauer, who, with their eye on the inborn sinfulness of man recog nize the necessity of a
reg eneration, come in the end to an appeal to the will, the wisdom, and the power of man. It was quite apposite, therefore, when Jerome
pronounced Pelag ianism, the first org anized system of self-salvation taug ht in the Church, the heresy of Pythag oras and Zeno. 3 It was in
effect the crystallization in Christian forms of the widely diffused Stoic ethics, by which the thoug ht...
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