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Print on Demand *****.For some years now, the network operator industry has been g oing  throug h an evolutionary period of major
technolog y developments with the creation of Cloud technolog ies, Software-defined Networking  (SDN), Network Functions Visualisation (NFV),
Big  Data and Next Generation Operations Support Systems (Next Generation OSS). These key innovative technolog ies targ et at reducing
complexity and controlling  service delivery for the network operator, and aim to bring ing  g reater flexibility, ag ility and simplicity into the
network operator environments. The primary focus of these technolog y developments is to solve the business problems that are constraining
the network operators, and to open up new revenue opportunities. Althoug h they are not as silo-based as historic solutions, they still have the
need to be architecturally integ rated to create a flow throug h automated business-focused architecture. As network operators achieve revenue
by enabling  their services over a network infrastructure, the activation, control and manag ement of the service and infrastructure is primary to
the business model they operate. SDN sits between the hig her-level applications/technolog ies and the network elements. SDN takes the
g eneralised business log ic and abstracts it into the network elements with the purpose of initialising  the service on the network infrastructure.
In addition, it enables the APIs from the network elements to communicate g reater analytics, therefore ensuring  that the hig her-level
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eGiciencies in the operating  model of the network operator. With SDN being  the enabler technolog y between the network infrastructure and the
hig her-level service and business log ic applications, SDN can therefore be identified as being  the technolog y which unifies these other
innovative technolog ies for the...
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