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T HE SEA AND C IVILIZAT ION: A MARIT IME HIST ORY OF T HE WORLD     

Vintag e. Paperback. Condition: New. 800 pag es. A monumental retelling  of world history throug h the lens of maritime enterprise, revealing  in
breathtaking  depth how people first came into contact with one another by ocean and river, lake and stream, and how g oods, lang uag es,
relig ions, and entire cultures spread across and along  the worlds waterways, bring ing  tog ether civilizations and defining  what makes us most
human. Lincoln Paine takes us back to the orig ins of long -distance mig ration by sea with our ancestors first forays from Africa and Eurasia to
Australia and the Americas. He demonstrates the critical role of maritime trade to the civilizations of ancient Eg ypt, Mesopotamia, and the
Indus Valley. He reacquaints us with the g reat seafaring  cultures of antiquity like those of the Phoenicians and Greeks, as well as those of India
and Southeast and East Asia, who parlayed their navig ational skills, shipbuilding  techniques, and commercial acumen to establish thriving
overseas colonies and trade routes in the centuries leading  up to the ag e of European expansion. And finally, his narrative traces how
commercial shipping  and naval warfare broug ht about the enormous demog raphic, cultural, and political chang es that have g lobalized the
world throug hout the postCold War era. This tremendously readable intellectual adventure shows us the world in a new lig ht, in which the sea
reig ns supreme. We find out how a once-enslaved East African king  broug ht Islam to his people, what the American sail-around territories
were, and what the Song  Dynasty did with twenty-wheel, human-powered paddleboats with twenty paddle wheels and up to three hundred
crew. Above all, Paine makes clear how the rise and fall of civilizations can be linked to the sea. An accomplishment of both g reat sweep and
illuminating  detail, The Sea and Civilization is a stunning  work of history. This item ships from multiple locations. Your book...
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