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*****. Excerpt ng  deliberate absence. But he and the post commander had deemed it hig h time to block all that nonsense in future, and had so
informed him, and were nonplussed at Waring  s cheery acceptance of the implied rebuke and most airy, g raceful, and immediate chang e of
the subject. The whole g arrison was chuckling  over it by nig ht. Why, certainly, colonel, said he, I have been most derelict of late during  the visit
of all these charming  people from the North; and that reminds me, some of them are g oing  to drive out here to hear the band this aIernoon
and take a bite at my quarters. I was just on my way to beg  Mrs. Braxton and Mrs. Cram to receive for me, when your orderly came. And,
colonel, I want your advice about the champag ne. Of course I needn t say I hope you both will honor me with your presence. Old Brax loved
champag ne and salad better than anything  his profession aJorded, and was disarmed at once. As for Cram, what could he say when the post
commander dropped the matter? With all his da.
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