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Forg otten Books, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The
Methodist Mag azine, Vol. 2: For the Year of Our Lord 1819 Ence of evidence, or to set itself up ag ainst its leg itimate and well established
conclusions. In the ethereal whirlpools of Des Cartes, we see a transg ression ag ainst the humility of the philosophical character. It is the
presumption of knowledg e on a subject, where the total want of observation should have con fined him to the modesty of ig norance. In the
Newtonian s s tem of the world, we see both humility and hardihood. Ir Isaac commences his investig ation with all the modesty of a res pectful
enquirer. His is the docility of a scholar, who is sensible that he has all to learn. He takes his lesson as experience of 0 him, and yields a passive
obedience to the authority of this g reat school-master. It is in his obstinate adherence to the truth which his master has g iven him, that the
hardihood of the philosophical character beg ins to a pear. We see him an nounce, with entire confidence, both t e fact and its leg itimate
consequences. We see him not deterred by the sing ularity of his conclusions, and quite unmindful of that host of antipathies which the
reig ning  taste and philosophy of the times mustered up to oppose him. We see him resisting  the in uence of every authority but the authority
of experience. We see that the beauty of the old system had no power to charm him from that process of investig ation by which he destroyed
it. We see m sitting  upon its merits with the severity of a judg e, unmoved by all those g races of simplicity and mag nificence which the sublime
g enius of its inventor had...
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